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energy... , In spite of the distractions of betting and visiting,
in spite of the excitement of owning a horse that won the St
Leger, he returned to his diary as to a wife or mistress."
Nov. 16         Viola Tree, who has died, was an indifferent
Wednesday, actress with a poor sense of timing. Too tall,
and handicapped by a voice that came and went
in gusts, she was on the stage for thirty years and still re-
mained an amateur. This didn't prevent her from being one
of the most gallant, brave, and amusing women I have ever
known. She had as many loyalties as a box has matches. In a
changing world she kept wittily abreast of the times, and
steadily maintained an acute perception of right values.
Superficially a waverer and even something of a clown, Viola,
who could not be led or driven an inch from what she deemed
to be right, had the sense to realise that to put the clowning or
grotesque side of herself on the stage could be her one success.
And so it turned out. Hers was a divided personality, which is
perhaps what her husband, Alan Parsons, meant when he said,
" Viola is either far too much awake, or far too much asleep ! "
Nov. 17 Lunched with James Heddle, who told me a story
Thursday, about Carl Fallas, a cub-reporter on the Man-
chester Daily Dispatch when Jimmie was its
editor and I was a contributor. Coming into the office one day,
Fallas said, " How much can I get for a second-hand Bible
and Shakespeare ? " Jimmie asked why he wanted to sell, and
Fallas said, " Because I've read them."
Nov. 18 Arnold Gyde telling me at lunch that his firm,
Friday. Heinemann's, are about to publish a life of Edgar
Wallace, I said I would do all I could to help it
along. Gyde said, " Edgar will light another cigarette in his
grave, and thank you."
Nov. 19      Sat up in bed this morning and between 10,30
Saturday,   and 12 reeled off a column about last night's per-
formance at the little Torch Theatre, Knights-
39